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The United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) refer to federal bill under homeland security. Besides, the purpose and mission of the ICE are to ensure homeland safety by implementing the laws enacted concerning customs, trade as well as immigration. The paper describes the history of ICE, components, and its responsibility in homeland security.
The US ICE was developed in 2003 as a branch of homeland security. Notably, the leading reason for establishment of the body was the 9/11 attack in the global trade place and Pentagon (Weeden et al., 2018). In the previous year, the Homeland Security Act was enacted to replace Immigration and Naturalization Service. The body was under treasury department and in the attempt to put more emphasis on public security, the Homeland Security Act followed by immigration and customs enforcement was formed. Today, the agency is led by Matthew Albence, with more than 20, 000 workers and operating in about 400 offices in the United States and other regions in the world. According to reports, the money allocated for the ICE rose to almost $8.4 billion this year, and in 2021, the allocation will add to $10.4 billion (Alizadeh, 2020). 
 The ICE’s components are on investigations, enforcement and removal operations (ERO), and the provision of legal advice known as the OPLA. Homeland security investigations (HSI) are one of the elements of the ICE. The department conducts studies to determine illegal businesses within and outside the nation (Immigrations, U. S. & Enforcement, 2018). The investigations involve both to control human trafficking and products to curb unlawful trades. Other activities monitored are immigration, drug arms, and money laundering, and cultural related crimes. In doing this, the department cooperates with about 50 nations across the globe, for intelligence gathering.  The component is useful to the homeland security department because it assesses the operations in the country, identifying the illegal aspects, and taking the necessary actions.  
Enforcement and Removal Operations (ERO) is the other element in the ICE. The department’s role is to implement the US civil immigration laws. For example, they identify removable aliens and conduct deportation processes ensuring that the individuals leave the country. According to the constitution, aliens are people not considered United States citizens regardless of them having visas and green cards. ERO, therefore, investigates these people and determines those posing threat to the public's security and deports them. Apart from that, ERO detains individuals trying to enter the nation without documents as they would harm the country. Therefore, the department does not investigate aliens but also examines the people entering the land, especially if they pose a threat to the nation. Moreover, the ICE acts as the Principal Legal Advisor (OPLA) to the homeland security department. It offers advice regarding the law and other actions needed in protecting the nation (Katz, 2019). By executing the three roles, the ICE implements its responsibility to the homeland security department.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In a nutshell, having described the history of ICE, components, and its responsibility in the department of homeland security, it is clear that the immigration and customs enforcement is a critical sector in maintaining security in the nation. The department assesses people and product movement between the country and foreigners helps locate and deport aliens posing a threat to the society and advises the homeland security department regarding laws and other aspects to boost security in the nation. (560 words)
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